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Outline

This project is designed to support primary teaching assistants in developing specialist
knowledge for teaching mathematics, thus enabling them to understand, teach and support
pupils in maths in the classroom.

Details
What is involved?

What are the benefits?

The programme will focus on the
following mathematical areas:

Participants will:
✓

• What is effective in the learning and
teaching of mathematics?
• Number sense (part 1)
• Number sense (part 2)
• Additive reasoning
• Multiplicative reasoning

✓

review their practice as a result
of the sessions and make
specific adaptations to support
the pupils they are working with
understand the key elements
that form number sense, forms
of addition and subtraction,
forms of multiplication and
division, and forms of fractions,
including precise language,
structures and representations.

• Fractions.

What is the cost?

These modules are each designed to last
three to four hours, but may last longer if
delivered online. This programme will
take place across the equivalent of four
days.

The SKTM – Primary Teaching Assistants
project is fully funded by the Maths Hubs
Programme so is free to participating
schools.

Who can take part?
This programme is designed for primary
teaching assistants who are supporting
maths, and who would like to develop
their specialist knowledge for teaching
maths. It will be particularly relevant for
new TAs or TAs that have not received
maths-specific training.

The wider context
It has long been recognised that maths teaching is enhanced when the teachers are confident about the subject matter. Seabourne’s
work over the period of 2004-06 found that Subject Knowledge Enhancement (SKE) courses led to ‘improvements in subject
knowledge, attitude, understanding and confidence’. Gibson, O'Toole, Dennison & Oliver’s (2013) report on SKE courses across all
subjects in which SKE is offered finds that levels of subject knowledge and confidence in the subject are dramatically enhanced on
completion of SKE courses.
Maths Hubs work with a range of partners to ensure there is effective professional development of new teachers of maths in primary
and secondary schools (and other maths classroom practitioners), so that they have the specialist knowledge required to support the
learning of maths. This project is offered to impact on developing the subject knowledge and pedagogical knowledge for all practitioners
teaching and supporting the learning of maths.

Expectations of participants and their schools
Participants and their schools must be able to commit to the full academic year’s programme. This is likely to involve some face-to-face
activity alongside online collaboration.

Register your interest
Register your interest for Primary Teaching Assistant Specialist Knowledge for
Teaching Mathematics here

About the Maths Hub:
North-East Hants and Surrey Maths Hub is led by St John the Baptist School, Woking and runs a large programme of
Work Groups and events throughout the year with the aim of improving Maths teaching, leadership and professional
learning practice to transform Maths education.

For more information please contact mathshub@sjb.surrey.sch.uk

