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Mastering maths means pupils of all ages acquiring a deep, long-

term, secure and adaptable understanding of the subject. 

The phrase ‘teaching for mastery’ describes the elements of 

classroom practice and school organisation that combine 

to give pupils the best chances of mastering maths. 

Achieving mastery means acquiring a solid enough 

understanding of the maths that’s been taught to enable 

pupils to move on to more advanced material. 
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Areas of Development

Ensuring Clear Progression through units of work

Use of models and images

Wider range of quick activities to get all children 

involved and “doing more maths”

Removing the “ceiling” by grouping and children 

having access to greater depth challenges



White Rose Planning Overviews

https://whiterosemaths.com/resources/primary-resources/ 



Progression within Units of Work



Visual Images













Impact at the first stage

• Buzz in the Classrooms

• Children enjoying maths and motivated by the 
challenges

• More evidence of children “doing maths”

• Teacher’s became more confident with their 
delivery of Maths lessons – small steps

• So many more visuals being used









Adapting WRM to suit us

Deeper and Longer



www.thirdspacelearning.com/



Cyclical Approach



Yesterday

Last Week

Last Term

Last Year



Continuing on the Journey











Impact since 2018

• Takes a long time to embed

• We have been working on this since 2018

• Current Year 5s – part of the mastery 
approach since Year 2

• Teachers in Year 5 commenting on how much 
more confident children are with maths 
understanding



What our teachers say about how their 

own teaching has changed……

“I use a wider range of 
visuals to help unpick the 
maths for the children -
this has been especially 
useful in fractions”

“I'm much more 
confident using bar 

models!”

“I find it easier to 
think of open ended 
extensions and 
challenges for higher 
ability learners.”



What our teachers say about WRM 

and Power Maths resources…..

“The journey and steps 
the children need to go 

on are really clear.”

Much easier to plan 
using these documents: I 

know where to start 
(power maths image 

etc.) and where to then 
take the questions for 

the lesson from

“I prefer the White Rose 
layout to questions but I 
like having both as you 
can choose questions 
from each to create your 
own challenge sheet 
which is differentiated to 
support and challenge all 
the children - the children 
are really good now at 
choosing their level of 
challenge and engaging 
with these questions”



What our Y5 teachers says about how 

the children have changed…….

“They are far more willing to try problem 
solving and have more of an 
understanding that skills you already 
know are just being applied in these 
questions”

“They are better at breaking down 
number facts and applying them to 
questions”

“Much higher quality of 
mathematical discussion”

“They understand part-whole 
models, number lines, bar 

models, counters etc. This has 
been the first year I haven't had 
to explain what all of those are 
which makes using them a lot 

more accessible!”

“Able to explain their 
thinking with more clarity”



93% of our KS2 children 

rated them selves as 3 and 

above for their maths 

enjoyment (on a scale of 1-5)

100% of our KS2 children 

rated them selves as 3 and 

above for their confidence in 

Maths (on a scale of 1-5)



They particularly enjoy…..

Flash back 4s/Practice makes perfect

Discussing the pictures at the start of the lessons

Having the answers to self mark



Our Journey Continues!

• Problem Solving – have a whole school 

approach to what we accept as good answers

• Journaling in Maths

• I do/We do approach to inputs



Step 1

SLT on board

Whole School Shared Vision for Mastery

Step 2

Finding where we were at

Areas for development

Step 3

Implementation

Adapting Organisation

Trying out new structures/organisations

Step 4

Dissemination/Whole school Roll out

Scaffolding for teachers 

Team Teaching/Planning/Coaching

Step 5

Reviewing where we were at

Adapting to suit the setting

Seeking up to date resources



Tips
• Start small!

• Try out things in your own lessons first

• Get a few teachers to buy in

• Team Teach lessons – people need to see it’s 
value

• Start with changing just one thing – for us it 
was the planning and the way we wanted our 
lessons to look

• Use the wealth of resources out there – WRM 
and Power Maths


